
Going
LargeAn Idlewyld 

condo 
development 
is at the 
forefront 
of a trend 
towards size 
and luxury.



DEVELOPER BRUCE 
WEINER has built 
projects all over South 
Florida for decades. 
But the current focus 
of his attentions, 
condominiums 
on Sunset Lake 
in Idlewyld, has 
occupied his thoughts 
more than most.
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SUPERMAID
WE’LL SWEEP YOU OFF YOUR FEET

We offer a full range of 
professional maid services

Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly
Move-In & Move-Out
One-Time & Deep Cleaning
Follow Your Instructions
Screened & Trained Employees

Over 30 years 
in business

We Repeat the Same Maid
Professional & Supervised
We Use Green Products 
Uniformed Maids
Licensed, Insured & Bonded
English Speaking
We Have Our Own Supermaid Car

(Payable at the time of each cleaning)

FREE CLEANING
Purchase 3 cleanings,

get the 4th cleaning FREE

N E W  C U S T O M E R  S P E C I A L

Luxury & 
Residential 
Properties

CALL US 954.455.8689

For one thing, it took him about a decade 
to acquire the land for 353 Sunset. But it was 
more than that.

“It’s a neat, boutique project,” he says. “In 
my years of doing this, normally everything 
was high rise. This was more of a personal 
thing because I live in the area. I said if I was 
going to move into a condominium here, 
what would I want? And it took from there.”

That meant a modern take on a growing 
trend in condo building – namely, fewer units 
with more room. The original plan called for 
14 units; instead they’re doing eight.
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“Limiting the number of residences in 
the building was key to what we’re striving 
for here,” Weiner says. The smaller number 
means they’ll all be corner units with be-
tween 3,500 and 4,200 square feet. Robert 
Swedroe, the Miami-based architect who’s 
something of a dean of oceanside luxury 
building, designed the project.

“He’s an innovator, a visionary,” Weiner 
says. “He understands luxury. He’s one of 
the old-timers that still designs from the in-
side out rather than from the outside in. He’s 
still going strong, still loves it. He’s tough, 
he’s argumentative, he knows his stuff, and 
he’s very much in tune with luxury.”

Here, the top architect was given an ex-
cellent blank canvas with which to work – 
a location just off the Intracoastal and near 
Fort Lauderdale Beach and Las Olas.
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 “It’s a unique location; you 
can’t duplicate it,” Weiner says. “It 
rightly deserved something that 
would complement it.” 

Then there was that question of 
size. The buyer Weiner envisions 
is someone who quite likely lives 
locally, maybe in a waterfront 
home. It’s that empty-nest couple 
looking to downsize without giv-
ing up what they enjoy about Fort 
Lauderdale. It’s a potential buyer 
for whom 1960s and ’70s condos are 
often just too small.

“They’re seeing the space (in an older 
condo)  and they’re thinking, ‘We’re not 
ready for this. It’s not what we’re used 
to,’” Weiner says.

For a longtime condo developer, that 
marks a change. In the past, the typical 
condo buyer had different desires.

“Our market through Florida was 
transplants coming from the Northeast 
or the Midwest," Weiner says. "They had 
their big houses up north, so if they got a 
two-bedroom here, that was fine."

Now though, Weiner says you’re more 
likely to see snowbirds who spend more 
time here or downsizing locals.

“This becomes their permanent 
home,” he says. “Now you’ve taken away 
their so-called larger space. They’re here 
… and that two bedroom apartment 
doesn’t work anymore.”

Weiner’s last project before this was 
the St Regis Bal Harbour Resort. It at-
tracted people from all over world, and 
they wanted the bigger units. In the end, 
40 condos were taken off the market and 
remodeled into 26 larger ones. Those les-
sons have been brought into play here.

“I love high rises,” he says. “Over 
many years I did extremely well in that 
business.” But projects like this call for 

“Things have 
changed, industry’s 
changed, business 
has changed, the 

overall population 
of the state has 

changed.”

something different. “It was time to try 
to catch up and start doing things,” he 
says. ‘Some of this (Fort Lauderdale) in-
ventory was built back in the ’50s. The 
multifamily product – a lot of it was built 
in the ’50s and ’60s, and it was time to do 
something different.

“Things have changed, industry’s 
changed, business has changed, the over-
all population of the state has changed.” 
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